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ikipedia is the largest reference

book on the Internet around the
globe. In addition to the function of
search and editing, it is characterized
by its editions of multiple languages.
Currently, it is merely 28 out of 1,256
Austronesian languages that have
their own Wikipedia editions. Yet as
for Taiwan, known as the hub of the
Austronesian-speaking peoples, there
has been no Wikipedia edition in
Taiwanese aboriginal languages.

The changerequest for language code
on SIL International

Since 2014, the Center for
Aboriginal Studies at National
Chengchi University (ALCD-NCCU)
has conducted the “Aboriginal
Language Wikipedia Project”. Out of
the 15 wiki-incubators of all 16
aboriginal groups, Sakizaya edition
has been edited the most actively. It
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can be said that it is the most
promising one to become Taiwan's
first Wikipedia edition in all
aboriginal languages. However, in
the review stage, Wikimedia
Foundation’s language committee
(LangCom) pointed out that Sakizaya
language was classified as one
variety of Amis, “Nataoran (code ais)
” under the standard of “ISO 639-3”
published by SIL International. Thus
the committee considered it not to
be eligible to become an official
Wikipedia edition, so the Sakizaya
incubator has been temporarily
transferred to the stalled list from
the active list.

As to the issue of Sakizaya’s
language code, members of the
LangCom suggested that the Sakizaya
project team could ask SIL for a new
language code or request a change to
the language code by rendering “ais”
as an exclusive code to Sakizaya.
ALCD initially decided to adopt both
ways. In late November, 2018, after
reviewing the application, SIL
International proposed the option,
Split Request”, which will create a new
code “szy” for Sakizaya and let “ais”
retire. Besides the official application
form, to request a change of language
code also entails various evidential
information. ALCD thus embarked on
collecting research papers on Sakizaya
and the Sakizaya teaching materials
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published officially by Taiwanese
government. Meanwhile, the Sakizaya
people provided a large amount of oral
information and actively signed the
petition, which became a strong first-
hand knowledge. During the
preparation, the action itself was
supported by the Sakizaya people and
concerned about by Wikipedia
organizations and Wikimedians at
home and abroad. All the application
documents were submitted to SIL on
August 17, 2018. Then the annual
application list would be announced
on the official website of SIL:ISO639-3
on 15 September to solicit experts’
comments, which was closed on 15
December.

| SO639-3 szy: Sakizaya officially
obtains a language code

On January 25, 2019, SIL
announced the results: Sakizaya
obtains “ISO639-3 szy” as its language
code, which means it gains entry to
the international society. Shortly after
the announcement, LangCom assisted
in moving the entries in the wiki-
incubator categorized under the code “
ais” to the new one “szy” and
transferred the Sakizaya edition to the
active list. After overcoming the
problems of its language code,
Sakizaya is just around the corner to
become the first aboriginal language
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edition of Wikipedia in Taiwan.
Related articles about the issue
of Sakizaya code, please refer to
Sakizaya vs Nataoran” or “On the
Road to the List of Wikipedias”
published in the 78th issue of
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